vomtlniird Ty Tl

replenish valuahle water supplics ond restore
hinbitut for wildlifie, The first phase will be
complete by Oclober 2005,
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TEAMWORK PAvs OFI

The hisionc
oroundhreaking could
not huve happened
withoat the shoulder-to-
shoulder teamwork
with the state’s federal
pariners. U8, Ammy
Corps of Engingers and
LL5. Departrment of the
[merior, which
comtributed more than
538 million 1o lund
BCQuisition

“Todoy s truly n great day, the first of
muany toocome in the near future s we deliver
projects as opposed 1o pluns to restore the
Everglades.” said Col. Robert M. Carpenter,
commarsder of the LS, Ammy Comps of
Engineers Jacksonville Distncd, under o
piciure-perfect sky

Deputy Secredary of the [nlerior Sweve
Girales applanded 1he state For scceleratng the
project, “Hy mowving forward quickly, Florido
hins again demonstrted its sirong
cormmitmend 1o lmstmg, on-the-grounsd
restoration of the Everglades.”™ Griles said.
“The project s m excellent examiple of the
kind of federal-state collaborntion and
partrership needed o restone the South
Florida eocosvstem,”

[he South Flonda Water Management
District echoes the mponiance of parinerships
in Everglades restorafion, which ane stromper
than ever.

“It takies all levels of government, and all
meanmer of public und stakelsolder proups.
working ingether b accomplish our
resboration goals.” said South Flords Water
Manzgement District Governing Board Chair
Micolds Gutidrmes,

ESPEDITING THE FROCESS

The Dastriet’s primary role has been o
help expediie the development of the overall
Progect Implementation Repon {planning
document for state and federnl authorization )
process, along with fucilitnting ofher local.
state and federal agency review and approval.
In mddition, the District bas been the kead on
developang and mmplementing hydmlozic
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B CrHER LOCAL GOVERNMEYTS AND
ENWIRIONMENTAL ORGANIZATIRNS

models. working closely with the Florida
Departmient of Envirenmental Prowection
(DEP) {0 suppon its land acquisition
activities, und oversecing the cultural
resources and threatened amd endongered
SpeCics DRsCRAMCTs,

Chibver key bocal partmers in this sucoess
story include the members of the Big Cypress
Basin Board amd the Collier County
Comemission.

“Tearmwork and partnerships, That™s the
bzst way 1o fulfill our stewardship obli pations
md meet our restorution poals for both the
enviromment and pecgde,” snid Trudi
Williams, ex-officio chair of the Big Cypress
Busin Board nid & South Flonda Water
Management District Gowverning Board
membser

LOsGTIME COMMUMITY CONCERS

Somtheny Golden Gate Estates hos Been o
commanily comoem singce 1975 when the
Collier County Commisskm mitiated the first
sipedy of how io reverse the impact of
development activities on the naiural
landscape

The Big Cypress Basin has actively
supporied this project from its conceplion and
was @ key partner in getting the project added
i the siate’s Conservation and Kecreation
Lands program. Since 1950, the Basim, wiih
the Districl. has helped fund sl poaitions
focused exclusively on acquinng the land
needed to move forward with restoration,
Through multi-year appropriations, the st
has contribuied 585 million o land
nequisiizoms and 512 millwn peavarnd
CONsEnECHon.

The Big Cypress Hasin Boand developad a
conceplunl plan and worked with the U5,
Army Corps of Engineers when the project
was initially ideniified as o federal Cratical
Bestoration Project and continued thai
parmership when the progect officiully
becamee part of the Comprebenmsive
Everglades Restoratiom Plan,

Prior o the groundbreaking, the Hig
Cypress Basin Board, Collier County
Comemission ad Flonda Board of Trostees of
the Internal Improyvement Trust Fund enered
i & memorandum of mderstasding to fum
over the roads in Southemn Codden Gae
Estates to the Dastrict and the state, clearing
the wav for the restorution,

Y
Partners make it happen

The Seviriterd Conlelen Cuare Emares Hydwdogie Resoration Profect o eompyriesr of i
Comprehenive Evermlades Restoranion o, 5 an exeedlent exionple of o all levels of
SOVEFHMENE e commifed fo fhe comiiont goal af sestoring Americat Everslodes Thew
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LINvsnVERING COsMITMENT

“Thanks to the unwavering comimitment of
Ciowermor Bush, Florida is accelerating
restorution of the River of Grass.” suid DEP
Secretary Dravid B, Strubs before joming
Ciovermmor Bosh, Stbe Senator Bun Sounders,
Commissioner of Azrcaliure Charles
Bromsom and other officinls w ceremonious]y
break ground with gold-pamted shovels.
Withim the last month (Ociober), Florida
begun operating the lurgest wetland in the
workd w improve water quality in Lhe
Everglades. donnted hundreds of neres of
land to complete the expansion of Everplades
Maticmal Park nnd began restoring o more
oiturul flow of water (o the "River of Grass'
— nfl ahead of schedule™

For the Everglades and for the people of
Floruda, that is truly zolden.
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Fatates property ks aljacent wo
the Florida Panther Maknal Wildlife
Refuge, Fakahmches Strand Stme
Preserve, H1LOED Islands Matemnal
Wildhire Mefuge and Collier Seminole
Stale Park = all prosecied habatar and
Brvemee b ey wilel ansd swomderful
Everglades planis and animals, The
Sonithern Gokden Ciage Baranes
Hyilrologle Resoratbon Project will
provide contigiss habian for these
ared, which ore ome 1w eimbangersd
apecies such g the Florsls panther,
Flowida Back bear amd wosd stork, as
weell s rane fropical hammecks awl

plant species meluding cnchids and
bronwelinds,



